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FORWARD
This preview is about a few of the fabulous flora and heritage of ount ermon,
Lebanon. It is one of the deliverables of the Beirut Arab University’s project “Assessment
of Flora Biodiversity of Hermon Mountain, Lebanon” that offers a glance of the
botanical excursions of the authors and their collaborators over the last three years.
This preview shows only a few species of the flora identified during the work to give
an idea about a few fascinating and rare species of Hermon Mountain in Lebanon
(see Arnold et al., 2015). ach species is briefly described and accompanied by its
distribution in the country, habitat and altitudinal level where it was observed in the
mountain, flowering time and use. All photos have been taken by the research team.

H yoscyamus albus L.

L inum pubescens Banks & Sol.

Plant identification and nomenclature were based on the
ew Flora of Lebanon and
Syria” (Mouterde 1966, 1970, 1983). Synonyms and plant family delimitation followed
Euro+Med (2006-) as far as published, and Greuter & al. (1984, 1986, 1989, 2008), with
Compositae ( reuter
al. 2008) adapted to Asteraceae, and family classification
of Angiosperm Phylogeny Group 2009 (APG III, 2009) given if deviating. Botanical
description was supplemented with details from the Flora of Cyprus (Meikle,1977 and
1985), Flora of Syria, Palestine and Sinai (Post,1838-1909), Illustrated Flora of Lebanon
(Tohme and Tohme, 2014), Flora Palaestina (Zohary, 1966-1986), Flora of Turkey and the
East Aegean Islands (Davis, 1965-1985).
It is hoped that this preview will inspire the continuation of the project towards the
development of a complete illustrated checklist of this Lebanese patrimony.
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capping H ermon summits, December 2 0 1 3 .
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M ount H ermon “ “ﺟﺒــﻞ ﺣﺮﻣــﻮنor “ “ﺟﺒــﻞ اﻟﺸــﻴﺦis a mountain cluster in the AntiLebanon mountain range recognized as a key biodiversity area in the Mediterranean
Basin hotspot and as one of the Important Plant Areas of the South and the East
editerranean Region (Radford et. al., 2011). ith its three magnificent summits, it
spans across the border between Syria and Lebanon reaching a height of 2840 meters
above the Mediterranean Sea. As one of the most prominent geographic resources in
the east coast area of the Mediterranean Sea, Mount Hermon captures a great deal
of rain and snow falls during Winter and Spring with snow capping its peaks till mid
Summer. It distributes rainfall and snow melts into main watershed across Lebanon,
Syria and occupied Palestine. The three spring-fed headwater rising at the Hermon
foot; Hasbani, Banias and Leddan, converge to form the Jordan River. In parallel, the
astern slopes feed the springs of the Awa River, which flows eastwards into Damascus
Basin (http://waterinventory.org/sites/waterinventory.org/files/chapters/Chapter-18Anti-Lebanon-web.pdf).
Geographical location of Mount H ermon,
http: / / w w w .freew orldmaps.net/ asia/ lebanon/ map.html
http: / / w w w .mountain- forecast.com/ peaks/
Mount- H ermon

L ithology of M ount H ermon is dominated by Jurassic limestone and occasional veins
of basalt that are broken by faults and solution channels to form a karst topography. As
most soils in Lebanon, the soil of Hermon is young and characterized by fragility, poor
consistency and shallowness (especially on sloping terrains).
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V egetation of M ount H ermon is characterized by three main belts spanning across the
different elevational gradients between 1000 up to the highest summit at 2840 meters
above the Mediterranean Sea (Zohary, 1973, Arnold et al., 2015).
The elevations below 1300 m are greatly affected by human settlements and agricultural
activities dating back to the beginning of the last century including vines, legumes,
fruit trees, olives and wheat. Overgrazing and habitat loss through urbanization and
deforestation are clearly noted. Richness of the herbaceous and grass associations
of Malva, Cichorium, Eryngium, Bromus, Tragopogon, Triticum, Aegilops, Trifolium,
Vicia, Onopordum, Centaurea, Echinops is most dominant. Scattered presence of trees
Prunus ursina, Crataegus azarolus, Pyrus syriaca, Quercus calliprinos is an apparent
characteristic of this vegetation zone. Reforestation efforts of Cedrus libani and
Cupressus sempervirens by the Municipality of Rachaiya and local community at several
hills are evident.
The elevations between 1300 m and 1900 m are generally composed of high prevalence
of the evergreen Quercus calliprinos, Acer hermoneum, Prunus ursina and Pyrus syriaca.
Between these trees some woody and small shrubs, particularly Poterium spinosum
and Noaea mucronata are highly evident.

Dispersed community of Q uercus calliprinos and P hlomis brevilabris on rocky J urassic limestone
at 1 8 0 0 m, J une 2 0 1 4 .

The area above 1900 m is characterized by dry mild summer and harsh winter conditions
with snow coverage during inter and Spring. arst depressions filled with weathered
grains are common habitats in this zone. Spiny, rounded, xerophytic vegetation such as
Astragalus and Acantholimon form the dominant formation. Some herbaceous species
as Ziziphora, Ferulago frigida and Ferula hermonis are present.
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Ecosystem S ervices of M ount H ermon

have widely been recognized since time
immemorial. Several studies of the East Mediterranean ecosystems indicate that the
vegetation cover of Mount Hermon was composed of a climax community of oak
woodland prior to human intervention and plenty of shrubs and trees accompanied
by a rich herbaceous vegetation. This has through history provided a succession of
civilizations and human settlements with a breadth of ecosystem products and services
mainly in terms of water resources, food and agricultural products, cultural, recreational,
religious traditions, and numerous regulating services.

Association of V icia tenuifolia L., Q uercus calliprinos L., Crataegus azarolus L.,
and P yrus syriaca Boiss. on rocky soil at low er altitude, May 2 0 1 4 .

Epigraphy, archaeology and religious heritage of M ount H ermon dates back to the
“Epic of Gilgamesh” as Gilgamesh passes near Mount Hermon where it was called
Saria (Roncaglia, 2004, Khouri 2008, http://www.bibleplaces.com/mthermon.htm). This
holistic value was further revealed when the mountain was referred to in the “Book of
Enoch” as the place where the Grigori “Watcher” class of fallen angles descended
to Earth (Enoch 6). The mountain is referred to as Saphon in Ugaritic texts where the
palace of Baal is located in a myth about Attar (Gibson 1996; Dietrich and Loretz 1996).
Mount Hermon is also mentioned in the “Book of Chronicles” (Chronicles 5). In the
book of “Gospel of Matthew”, it was noted that Mount Hermon was a possible location
of the Transfiguration of esus (France, 2008). ntil today, the mount is respected by
all the Lebanese nation as a sanctuary and the Transfiguration of esus is celebrated
in August every year by all religious groups of Christians, Sunni Muslims, Shiaa Muslims
and Drouz of local community.

ABBREVIATIONS
Ft: Flowering Time
Hab: Habitat
Alt: Altitudinal Level
Distr: Distribution
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Acer hermoneum (Bornm.) Bornm.
Acer monspessulanum subsp. microphyllum (Boiss.) Bornm.
Aceraceae (Sapindaceae)
Hermon Maple

ﻗﻴﻘﺐ ﺣﺮﻣﻮن

Deciduous tree, 2-5 m high. Leaves opposite, 3-lobed small, rounded
or triangular lobes, leaf tips turn red. Flowers in pendulous, yellow to
white corymbs 2-3 cm long. Fruits samaras (winged achenes) with 2-3 cm
long with rounded nutlets and brownish red-purple wings.
Ft: April-June. Hab: Woodlands, limestone rocks and sunny places. Alt:
1622 m. Distr: Deir El Ahmar, Ainata, Litani towards Yohmor, Ouadi El
Karm, Chebaa, Rachaiya. Use: Ornamental and medicinal.

Acer hermoneum (Bornm.) Bornm. Hermon Maple

23

Achillea falcata L.
Asteraceae (Compositae)
Falcate Milfoil

ﻗﻴﺴﻮن

Perennial many stemmed herb, 15-45 cm high. Stems erect, simple,
desely appressed-tomentose to pannose, later glabrescent. Leaves
narrow, linear, nearly terete, canescent, alternate, petiolate or sessile,
linear to oblong-lanceolate, usually pinnately lobed into minute
transversely and densely imbricate segments, each segment is divided
into 3 ovate-orbicular denticulate lobules, finally falcate or deflexed.
Flowers small, radiate, in compound corymbs. Involucre hemisphericalglobose, appressed-woolly, canescent.5-7 ligules, sulphur-yellow,
shortly 3-lobed, laminae orbiculate to suborbiculate (becoming
reflexed). Disc florets 20-30 tubular, hermaphrodite, fertile, five lobes.
Ft: April-July. Hab: Rocky open places and arid regions in mountains.
Alt: 2074 m. Distr: Afqa, Mdeyrej, Sawfar, Bcharre, Arz, Hasroun,
Ehden, Dimane, Jabal El Knisse, Ain Bourday, Baalbek, Rachaiya. Use:
Medicinal.

Achillea falcata L.

Falcate Milfoil
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Astragalus coluteoides Willd.
Fabaceae (Leguminosae)
Bladder-Senna Milk Vetch

ﻗﺘﺎد ﻗﻨﺼﻮري

Perennial spiny shrub, 10-30 cm in high. Leaflets 15-20 pairs. Corolla
pale pink, dilated reddish calyx, striated with purplish lines. Fruit pink.
Ft: May-August. Hab: Open and dry places, calcareous rocky slopes,
high mountain ranges, alpine Lebanon and Mount Hermon. Alt: 2060 m.
Distr: Maasser El Chouf Cedar Forest, Barouk, Hasroun, Berkacha,
Ehden, Qurnat as Sawda, Makmel, Yammoune. Use: Medicinal.
Endemic to Lebanon and Syria.

Astragalus coluteoides Willd. Bladder-Senna Milk Vetch
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Astragalus hermoneus Boiss.
Astragalus angustifolius Lam. subsp. angustifolius
Fabaceae (Leguminosae)
Hermon Milk-Vetch

ﻗﺘﺎد ﺣﺮﻣﻮن

Perennial spiny deciduous shrub, cushion like, 20-30 cm high. Leaves
silvery, divided, imparipinnate, alternate. Leaflets 7-8 pairs, elliptic,
glabrous, minute, obovate, conduplicate, obtuse or retuse. Flowers
peduncled, 3-4 in raceme, corolla fleshy pink, calyx sparingly blackhairy.
Ft: April-August. Hab: Rocky sunny soil and dry ground at high
altitudes. Alt: 2306 m. Distr: Jabal El Barouk, Sannine, Arz, Marjhine,
Jabal El Qamouaa, Marj, Mount Hermon. Endemic to Lebanon and
Syria.

Astragalus hermoneus Boiss. Hermon Milk-Vetch
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Centaurea drabifolia Sibth. & Sm. subsp. libanotica (Boiss.)
Wagenitz
Centaurea drabifolia Sm.
Asteraceae (Compositae)
Lebanon Knapweed

ﻗﻨﻄﺮﻳﻮن ﻟﺒﻨﺎن

Perennial herb. Stems monocephalic leafy 15-25 cm high, hairy. Leaves
simple, entire, lobed basal leaves, petiolate, bracts with a central spine.
Ft: May-August. Hab: Rocky slopes at high altitudes, among rocks,
high mountain ranges, sunny and dry places. Alt: 2100 m. Distr: Jabal El
Knisse, Hasroun, Dimane, Yammoune, Jabal Sannine, Qalaat Arrouba,
Arz, Makmel, Mount Hermon. Use: Medicinal.

Centaurea drabifolia Sibth. & Sm. subsp. libanotica (Boiss.) Wagenitz Lebanon Knapweed
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Centranthus longiflorus var. latifolius Boiss.
Centranthus longiflorus Steven subsp. longiflorus
Valerianaceae
Long-Flowered Spur-Valerian

ﻋﺼﺎ اﻟﻨﺎﻃﻮر

Rhizomatous perennial glabrous ramified herb. Stems numerous erect,
up to 150 cm high. Leaves entire, lanceolate, and linear. Inflorescence
30-50 cm long, interrupted, corolla pink (rarely white), in tube, 5-lobbed
limb, short spur.
Ft: June-October. Hab: Screes, stony ground, roadsides, old walls,
sunny places and rocky slopes at middle altitudes. Alt: 1147 m. Distr:
Hammana, Bikfaya, Qraiye, Jabal El Barouk, Sawfar, Ehden, Hasroun,
Arz, Bcharre, Qannoubine, Ain Zhalta, Sannine, Ain Hazir, Zahle, Jdita,
Ain Bourday, Baalbek, Mount Hermon. Use: Melliferous.

Centranthus longiflorus var. latifolius Boiss. Long-Flowered Spur-Valerian
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Chenopodium foliosum (Moench.) Asch.
Blitum virgatum L.
Chenopodiaceae (Amaranthaceae s.l.)
Leafy Goosefoot

رﺟﻞ اﻟﻮز

Annual spreading or erect herb, 10-50 cm high, whitish stem. Leaves
lobed petiolate, basal green oblong-triangular, large toothed, upper
entire narrowly diamond shaped. Inflorescence intermittent, leafy
spike-like with small spherical axillary clusters of sessile flowers, 3-5
green tepals with glandular hairs. Fruits strawberry-like cluster, red
succulent (ripened juicy sepals) with brown-black vertical seeds.
Ft: May-July. Hab: High mountain ranges, rocky slopes and sunny
places. Alt: 2075 m. Distr: Niha, Jabal El Barouk, Jabal El Knisse,
Faraya, Aayoun Al Simane, Bcharre, Arz, Jabal Sannine, Jroud Hasroun,
Arz Qurnat as Sawda. Use: Edible and medicinal.

Chenopodium foliosum (Moench.) Asch. Leafy Goosefoot
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Cotoneaster nummularia Fisch.&C. A. Mey.
Rosaceae
Nummular Cotoneaster

ﺳﻔﺮﺟﻠﻴﺔ

Deciduous or evergreen shrub or small tree, 1-3 m high, dimorphic
shoots, long shoots 10-40 cm and short shoots 0.5-5 cm bearing the
flowers. Leaves alternate, ovate or suborbicular, entire often somewhat
coriaceous, lamina generally ashy-tomentose below and glabrous
above. Flowers in lateral and terminal cymes or occasionally solitary,
petals white to pink or almost red, 10-20 stamens and up to five styles,
five sepals, generally short. Fruits pome, scarlet pink or bright red,
black when mature, containing one to three (rarely up to five seeds).
Ft: May-June. Hab: Calcareous plateaus, among rocks, high mountain
ranges, dry and sunny places. Alt: 2306 m. Distr: Mdeyrej, Jabal El
Knisse, Kfar Selouane, Zahle, Afqa, Arz, Hermel, Michmich, Ehden,
Hadchit, Dimane, Bcharre, Ehden, Sir Al Danniyeh, Inata, Jdita, Mount
Hermon, Tannourine reserve.

Cotoneaster nummularia Fisch.&C. A. Mey. Nummular Cotoneaster
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Crataegus azarolus L.
Rosaceae
Mediterranean Medlar

زﻋﺮور أﺻﻔﺮ

Deciduous, often spinose, small tree or shrub with a rugged, fissured
trunk, branches usually armed with short, straight spines, up to 3 m
high. Leaves obovate or inversely cuneate, with 3-5 narrowly oblong
lobes entire or irregularly toothed 2-3, dentate near apex, lamina
glabrous or sub glabrous, short stout petiole. Inflorescence compact,
terminal, 10-20 flowered corymb, woolly. Flowers heavily scented,
white five orbicular petals, two styles. Fruits globose often solitary or
few together, globular, yellowish or tinged reddish when ripe.
Ft: March-May. Hab: Several habitats, open shrubby areas and
hedgerows. Alt: 1325 m. Distr: Saida, Hadath, Beirut, Tripoli, Aley,
Bsous, Jamhour, Hasroun, Souk El Gharb, Choueifat, Ain Zhalta, Ainata,
Ouadi El Harir, Tannourine Cedars. Use: Edible and medicinal.

Crataegus azarolus L. Mediterranean Medlar

41

Crocus aleppicus Baker
Iridaceae
Aleppo Crocus

زﻋﻔﺮان ﺣﻠﺐ

Perennial cormous herb, symmetrical corm, enclosed in several fibrous
tunics, 4-8 cm high. Leaves all basal, rosette, very narrow, usually with
bright whitish median stripe on upper surface and with two deep
grooves on either side of a flattish keel on lower surface. Flowers white,
perianth long tube, opening star-like, may be purple on outside, six
tepals arranged in two whorls, three stamens, and style yellow.
Ft: November-January. Hab: Damp stony lands, among the rocks, open
shrubby areas, scrubs, roadsides, sunny and shady places. Alt: 1201 m.
Distr: Chekka, Zgharta, Tripoli, Ammiq, Kefraya, Baalbek, Ouadi El
Harir, Joub Jannine, Yanta, Rachaiya. Use: Medicinal.

Crocus aleppicus Baker Aleppo Crocus
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Cyclamen coum Mill. subsp. coum
Primulaceae
Round-Leaved Cyclamen

 دوﻳﻚ اﻟﺠﺒﻞ،ﺑﺨــﻮر ﻣﺮﻳﻢ ﺟﺒﻠﻲ

Tuberous herbaceous perennial, tuber small globe-shaped covered
with fine soft short hairs, rooting at the base, up to 5-15 cm high. Leaves
orbicular, entire, long petiole, dull green variously marbled above and
dark purple-red beneath. Corolla deep pink, reflexed with darker
coloration at the base surrounding small white or pale pink circle.
Ft: February-April. Hab: Among mountain rocks, on plant debris,
red soil (terra-rosa), rock fissures, damp and sunny places at high
and medium mountain ranges. Alt: 1677 m. Distr: Ghazir, El Kherbe,
Qartaba, Faraya, Chahtoul, Arz El Barouk, Maasser El Chouf, Arz, Dahr
Al Baidar, Zahle, Ehden, Qamouaa Forests. Use: Ornamental and toxic.

Cyclamen coum Mill. subsp. coum Round-Leaved Cyclamen
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Delphinium peregrinum L.
Ranunculaceae
Violet Larkspur

 ﻋﺎﺋﻚ،رﺟﻞ اﻟﻘﻨﺒﺮة

Perennial herb. Stems erect, pruinose, pubescent all or only on the base,
with ascending scales, 30-100 cm high. Leaves petiolate, palmatisect.
Inflorescence raceme. Flowers dark blue-violet, four petals glabrous
outside with straight spur. Follicles cylindrical, mucronate or aristate,
and slightly hairy.
Ft: May-August. Hab: Scrub, hedgerows, woodland and cultivated
fields margins, generally on calcareous soil and roadsides. Alt: 1290 m.
Distr: Beirut, Nahr El Kalb, Tripoli, Aabey, Kfar Aaqab, Sawfar, Hrajel,
Akoura, Faraya, Hasroun, Ain Dara, Zahle, Ain Aata. Use: Ornamental
and toxic.

Delphinium peregrinum L. Violet Larkspur
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Eryngium creticum Lam.
Apiaceae (Umbelliferae)
Field Eryngo

ﻗﺮﺻﻌﻨﺔ

Biennial herb. Stems blue erect rigid with wide corymb, divericate
much branched above, bluntly angled, 30-60 cm high. Basal leaves
simple, oblong, margins irregularly crenate-serrate, long petioled with
prickly segments. Upper leaves sessile, narrowly oblong, pinnatisect,
spinescent. Inflorescence lax paniculate, tinged metallic blue at
maturity, capitula subglobose, small. Involucral bracts 4-6, long and
very thin, entire or remotely spinose, tinged blue. Bracteoles linearoblong lower half, the upper 3-lobed, with rigid, spreading spinose
lobes. Flowers crowded into compact cylindrical capitula. Petals light
blue, narrowly oblong, distinctly costate. Sepals rigid, mucronate
oblong.
Ft: May-September. Hab: Dry and damp soil, several types of soil,
hillsides, roadsides, cliff crevices, cultivated and abandoned lands. Alt:
1250 m. Distr: Tyre, Saida, Beirut, Beirut River, Broumana, Deir Karkafe,
Aabey, Dimane, Taanayel, Ouadi El Harir. Use: Melliferous, edible and
medicinal.

Eryngium creticum Lam. Field Eryngo
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Ferulago frigida Boiss.
Apiaceae (Umbelliferae)
Mountain Ferulago

أﻧﻴﺠﺬان ﺟﺒﻠﻲ

Perennial robust herb, little glabrous. Stems striated, 60-100 cm high.
Leaves large, scabrous, slightly fleshy, 2-6 pinnate, short segments,
ultimate segments slender, filiform, basal sheaths often large and
conspicuous, white edge bracts. Inflorescence corymbose-paniculate,
umbels terminal and lateral, terminal umbels with hermaphrodite
fertile flowers. Petals yellow. Fruits glabrous.
Ft: June-August. Hab: Woodlands and calcareous rocks in high
mountain ranges. Alt: 2300 m. Distr: Ghazir, Ehden, Mar Semaan, Al
Danniyeh, Laqlouq, Arz, Jabal El Knisse, Jabal El Qamouaa, Ammiq
Forest, Tannourine Cedars, Sannine Summit above Ainata. Use:
Melliferous and medicinal. Endemic to Lebanon and Syria.

Ferulago frigida Boiss. Mountain Ferulago
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Galium incanum Sibth & Sm.
Galium incanum subsp. antilibanoticum Ehrend.
Rubiaceae
Hoary Bedstraw

ﻏﺎﻟﻴﻮم ﻣﺒﻴﺾ

Perennial tufted herb, shrubby at base, blackening when dried (except
at base), glabrous, puberulent or rarely glabrescent. Stems rigid, erect,
20-40 cm high. Leaves in whorls of 6-8, lowermost leaves oblonglanceolate, more or less flat, acute, other leaves linear, revolute, whitemucronate. Cymes in axils of upper leaves, on peduncles, 3-7 flowered,
forming raceme-like inflorescences, pedicels about as long as flowers.
Corolla rotate, white, 3 mm in diameter, lobes 3-veined, ovate slightly
hooded, muticous or short to long- mucronate.
Ft: May-August. Hab: Cliffs of dry stony slopes in high mountain ranges.
Alt: 2072 m. Distr: Bcharre and Kalat Djendal. Endemic to Lebanon and
Syria.

Galium incanum Sibth & Sm. Hoary Bedstraw
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Geranium libani Davis
Geraniaceae
Lebanon Geranium

ﻏﺮﻧﻮق ﻟﺒﻨﺎﻧﻲ

Perennial herb, patulous or retrorsely hairy, 20-45 cm high, erect,
rhizome about 1 cm thick, oblique, scaly, with fibrous roots. Stems not
much exceeding the radical leaves, 2-3 forked above. Leaves 3-5 cm,
stipules 0.8-1.5 cm, lanceolate to linear, petiole of radical leaves 10-20,
blade 5-angled in outline, palmatipartite into 4-5 rhombic, 2-3 partite
or –incised segments, ultimate lobes somewhat obtuse, mucronulate.
Inflorescences many-flowered, membranous, lanceolate bracts. Long
pedicels. Sepals 0.8-1.2 cm, ovate, aristate, soft villose, 5-nerved. Petals
1.5-2.5 cm, spreading, lilac to violet, shallowly notched. Mericarps 5-7 mm,
more or less hairy; beak about 3-4 cm. Seeds glabrous, smooth.
Ft: April-June. Hab: Rocky slopes, fields, red clay soil (terra rossa), low
mountain ranges and sunny places. Alt: 1255 m. Distr: Arz, Faraya,
Ehmej, Maasser. Rare.

Geranium libani Davis Lebanon Geranium
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Gundelia tournefortii L.
Asteraceae (Compositae)
Tournefort’s Gundelia, Tumbleweed, Tumble Thistle ﻋﻜﻮب
Thistle-like perennial, erect spiny herb, up to 45-50 cm high. Stems
stout, simple or branched, smooth, glabrous or thinly clothed with
multicellular arachnoid hairs. Leaves elliptical, pinnately-lobed, the
basal petiolate, the cauline sessile, all leaves conspicuously veined,
the midrib often purplish, the margin with small yellowish spines.
Aggregated spiny heads of terminal capitula, sub globose or ovoid.
Individual capitula terminal, subtending bracts with apical spines.
Capitula white, yellow, pink, purple or red, florets tubular, few to each
flower head, apex of tube minutely pubescent externally, lobes linear,
flower bracts fused, spine-tipped.
Ft: May-June. Hab: Dry and rocky slopes, among mountain rocks,
abandoned lands and sunny places. Alt: 1250 m. Distr: Nahr El Kalb,
Mar Roukoz, Bhamdoun, Arz, Ehden, Hasroun, Dahr Al Baidar, Akkar,
Ouadi El Harir, Ain Bourday, Tannourine Cedars, Ehmej. Use: Edible
and melliferous.

Gundelia tournefortii L. Tournefort’s Gundelia, Tumbleweed, Tumble Thistle
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H imanthoglossum affine (Boiss.) Schltr.
O rchidaceae
elated Li ard- rchid

ﻫﻴﻤﻨﺘﻮﻏﻠﻮﺳﻢ ﻣﻤﺎﺛﻞ

Perennial herb, robust-erect rather tall orchid, blooming when leaves
dry, up to 80 cm high. Leaves oblong-lanceolate. Inflorescence spike
bearing many flowers, lax, bracts linear-lanceolate. Perianth greenishbrown, flushed dull violet. Sepals ovate-oblong, petals narrowly
lanceolate. Labellum spurred, base whitish, a central lobe to 4 cm long,
shortly forked at the tip, lateral lobes small triangular sickle shaped,
rarely nearly absent.
Ft: May-June. Hab: Half-shady places in sparse deciduous or pine
woodland, dry and stony hillslopes. Alt: 1163 m. Distr: Maasser El
Chouf, Kefraya, Khraibe, Beirut. Use: Ornamental.

H imanthoglossum affine (Boiss.) Schltr.

elated Li ard- rchid
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H yoscyamus reticulatus L.
Solanaceae
Egyptian Henbane

ﺑﻨﺞ ﺷﺒﻜﻲ

Annual or biennial glabrous herb. Stems stout, simple or often branched
at the base, 20-50 cm high. Leaves lanceolate or oblanceolate, radical
and lower leaves petiolate, cauline leaves sessile to subsessile,
uppermost leaves subentire, lower sinuate to dentate. Flowers axillary,
in leafy unilateral raceme. Corolla 5-lobed campanulate, violet-purple,
reticulated. Fruiting calyx tubular-campanulate, stiff, 5-dentate.
Ft: March-May. Hab: argins of cultivated fields, grasslands and
roadsides. Alt: 1224 m. Distr: Yammoune, Ksara, Zahle, Marj, Majdal
An ar, Baalbek, Ain Bourday, Al asnaa, abal l Barouk, Rachaiya.
Use: edicinal and toxic.

H yoscyamus reticulatus L. Egyptian Henbane
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H ypericum libanoticum N . Robson
Clusiaceae (Guttiferae)
Lebanon Saint ohn’s- ort

داذي ﻟﺒﻨﺎﻧﻲ

Perennial glabrous herb. Stems erect, up to 60 cm high. Leaves sessile
alternate, apex rounded or minutely apiculate, margin revolute, base
cuneate. Inflorescence very narrowly pyramidal to narrowly cylindric or
subspicate, with lateral cymules. Flowers five bright yellow petals and
five sepals, both with black glands. Fruits capsules constricted at the
top with two divergent styles and curved cylindrical brown seeds.
Ft: May-August. Hab: Dry and gravel soil, among mountain rocks, high
mountain ranges and sunny places. Alt: 1925 m. Distr: Chouf, Jabal
l Barouk, above Ain halta, Arz, abal Sannine, ammoune, ahle,
Ouadi El Arayech, Ouadi El Harir. Endemic Lebanon and Syria.

H ypericum libanoticum N . Robson Lebanon Saint ohn’s- ort

69

I ris histrio Rchb. f.
Iridaceae
Histrio ris

 زﻧﺒﻖ، ﻋﻨﺼﻞ،ﺳﻮﺳــﻦ ﻣﻮﺷﺢ

Perennial bulbous herb, 15-25 cm high, bulb with one fleshy scale, tunic
composed of reticulated fibers, sometimes producing many bulblets at
the base. Leaves two basal, canaliculated. Flowers solitary or a few in
cymes, perianth segments six, united at base into a tube, outer three
tepals with yellow spots, white edge and dark purple points.
Ft: February-March. Hab: Among the mountain rocks, damp places,
lower to middle mountain ranges, interior plateaus, sunny and shady
places. Alt: 1677 m. Distr: Saida, hazir, Sawfar, Bhamdoun, deyre ,
Dahr Al Baidar, Jounieh, Qadisha valley, Marjayoun, Ain Lejgi towards
Arz l Barouk, ezzine, ahle. Use: Ornamental.

I ris histrio Rchb. f. Histrio ris
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L inum sulphureum Boiss. & H ausskn.
Linaceae
ellow Fla

ﻛﺘﺎن ﻛﺒﺮﻳﺘﻲ

Perennial glabrous herb. Stems herbaceous from shrubby base, erect
or ascending flowering stem, up to 40 cm high, acutely angled above.
Leaves obovate-lanceolate 2-3, smooth edge, one-veined, stiff, acute,
lowest leaves minute, oblong-spathulate, mucronate, oblong-linear.
Sepals lanceolate, glandular-margined, acuminate. Corolla sulphurcolored, petals 10-35 mm.
Ft: April-September. Hab: Fields, rocky soil, medium mountain ranges,
dry and sunny places. Alt: 1197 m. Distr: Zahle, Ouadi El Arayech,
Khreibi.

L inum sulphureum Boiss. & H ausskn.

ellow Fla
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L otus gebelia libanoticus Boiss.
Fabaceae (Papilionaceae, Leguminosae)
Bird’s-Foot Trefoil

ﺟﺒﻠﻴﺔ ﻟﺒﻨﺎن

Perennial glaucescent herb, glabrous to sparsely hirsute. Stems erect,
branching, 50 cm high. Leaflets 1-1.5 x 0.4-0.7 cm, obliquely obovate
to cuneate, lower pair ovate, smaller than others. Peduncles long,
racemes 2-5 flowered. nequal bracts. Flowers 1.5-1.8 cm, pinkyellow corolla, purple-tipped keel, 1-2 as long as leaf, cylindrical pod,
irregularly enlarged. Calyx campanulate.
Ft: April-August. Hab: Rocky and sunny. Alt: 1500 m. Distr: Faara,
ammoune, akmel, hden, Arz Bcharre, Bqaa afra, Tannourine
Cedars, Bkassine Forest, hme , Tawmat.

L otus gebelia libanoticus Boiss. Bird’s-Foot Trefoil
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M arrubium libanoticum Boiss. var. hermonis (Boiss.) Boiss.
M arrubium globosum subsp. libanoticum (Boiss.) P. H . Davis
Lamiaceae (Labiatae)
Lebanon

hite Horehound

اﻟﻔﺮاﺳﻴﻮن اﻟﺤﺮﻣﻮﻧﻲ

Perennial herb. Stems densely hairy, 15-40 cm high. Basal leaves
opposite, spathulate to orbicular, petiolate, densely hairy surface.
Cauline leaves oblong-elliptic to rounded, crenate-serrate, and densely
hairy. Flowers whitish tubular corolla, many in dense hemispherical
clusters, calyx with five pointed teeth.
Ft: June-October. Hab: Rocky slopes, stony and grassy grounds,
calcareous soil, roadsides, medium and high mountain ranges, various
weather conditions, alpine regions of Mount Lebanon and Mount
Hermon. Alt: 2345 m. Distr: abal Sannine, hme , Arz, urnat as
Sawda, ount ermon. Use: Medicinal.

M arrubium libanoticum Boiss. var. hermonis (Boiss.) Boiss. Lebanon hite Horehound
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N epeta cilicica Benth.
Lamiaceae (Labiatae)
Cilician Catmint

ﻗﻄﺮم ﻗﻴﻠﻴﻘﻴﺎ

Perennial or rarely annual herb, sometimes woody at the base,
aromatic, branched erect stem, scattered hairs, 30-80 cm high. Leaves
petiolate, dentate. Inflorescence spiciform of a few- many flowered,
remote or crowded, lax or dense verticillasters. Bracts foliaceous blue
violet corolla, 2-lipped tube, hairy outside, calyx tubular five toothed.
Ft: une-September. Hab: Dry gravel soil, among mountain rocks,
sunny places, high mountain ranges, subalpine and alpine Lebanon
and Anti-Lebanon. Alt: 2033 m. Distr: Ain Zhalta, Maasser El Chouf,
Arz l Barouk, nisse, Sannine, ammoune, Bcharre, hden, hme ,
Tannourine, urnat as Sawda, Rachaiya. Use: Melliferous.

N epeta cilicica Benth. Cilician Catmint
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O rchis anatolica Boiss.
O rchidaceae
natolian rchid

اورﻛﻴﺪ اﻻﻧﺎﺿﻮل

Perennial bulbous herb. Stems reddish, slightly flexuous, sometimes
swollen at the base to form pseudo bulbs, 20-30 cm high. Basal
leaves lanceolate, often spotted. pper leaves clasping the stem.
Inflorescence a spike lax with 5-10 rose-purple flowers with purple dots
and lines in center of labellum, petals close together, lateral sepals
spreading or reflexed. Labellum ovate, 3-lobed. Spur clearly dilated
at base, slender, longer than ovary, almost directed upward with upcurved tip.
Ft: March-April. Hab: rassy and rocky grounds, scrub, hillslopes and
coast to middle mountain ranges. Alt: 1168 m. Distr: Beirut, Nahr El
alb, Aabey, Beit eri, hazir, Bikfaya, Souk l harb, Broumana,
Bentael, Araya alley, ezzine, achghara, hden, asroun, adath,
ahle, Rachaiya. Use: dible (powdered tuber Salep ) and medicinal.

O rchis anatolica Boiss.

natolian rchid
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O rnithogalum libanoticum Boiss.
Asparagaceae (H yacinthaceae, Liliaceae s.l.)
Lebanon Star-of-Bethlehem

ﺻﺎﺻﻞ ﻟﺒﻨﺎﻧﻲ

Perennial bulbous herb. Stems erect strong, 50-80 cm high. Leaves
basal, linear to oblong-lanceolate sometimes with a white longitudinal
band on upper side. Inflorescence cylindrical raceme, six white
tepals with green dorsal bands, six stamens. Bulbs ovoid with free or
concrescent scales.
Ft: April-May. Hab: Rocky sunny hillsides, fields, red clay soil (terra rossa)
and medium mountain ranges. Alt: 1481m. Distr: Ehden, Hasroun,
Faraya. Use: Toxic.

O rnithogalum libanoticum Boiss. Lebanon Star-of-Bethlehem
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P hlomis chrysophylla Boiss.
Lamiaceae (Labiatae)
Golden-Lea ed hlomis

ﻋﻀﻴﻨﺔ ذﻫﺒﻴﺔ

Perennial subshrub. Stems appressed-woolly, golden, erect tomentose,
30-100 cm high. Leaves simple, opposite tomentose rugose, and
petiolate basal leaves. Flowers terminal, 1-2 whorls, bright yellow
2-lipped corolla. Fruits-nutlets glabrous.
Ft: May-August. Hab: Calcareous rocky plateaus, medium and high
mountain ranges, various weather conditions, subalpine ranges of
Lebanon, Anti-Lebanon and Hermon Mountains. Alt: 1325 m. Distr: Ain
halta, deyre , abal l nisse, Faraya, Afqa, abal amouaa, Douma,
hden, asroun, Bcharre, Arz, Ainata, alaat l Chekif, asbaya. Use:
Ornamental and melliferous.

P hlomis chrysophylla Boiss. Golden-Lea ed hlomis
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P olygonum cognatum Meisn.
Polygonaceae
elated no weed

ﻗﺮدب ﻗﺮﻳﺐ

Perennial herb, prostrate or ascending branched from base. Stems
prostrate with very short internodes, glabrous or puberulous, 1530 cm high. Leaves oblong-elliptic, shortly petiolate, often slightly
mucronate, both surfaces glabrous. Flowers axillary in 5-8 fascicles.
Perianth pinkish, tepals ovate hardening and accrescent in fruit. Bracts
as long as lower leaves, membranous, apex acuminate. Stamens eight,
styles three, stigmas capitates. Achenes in persistent perianth, black,
shiny, ovoid, trigonous.
Ft: April-September. Hab: Rocky and dry slopes, steppes and low
mountain ranges. Alt: 1238 m. Distr: Doummar, Feytroun, Ain Zhalta,
Barouk, Arz l Barouk, han Sannine, Rouaisset, adath, Dimane,
hden, asroun, Arz, Taanayel, Dahr Al Baidar, Ouadi l arir, far
abad, Rachaiya, ays Al abal, Baalbek.

P olygonum cognatum Meisn.

elated no weed
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P rangos asperula Boiss.
Apiaceae (Umbelliferae)
ough rangos

ﻓﺮش اﻟﻀﺒﻊ

Perennial herb. Stems angular, branches many, opposite, spreading
to divaricate, 80-100 cm high. Leaves up 60 cm, triangular in outline,
papillose, 3-4 pinnatisect, ultimate lobes 1-1.5 cm long, filiform,
acute. Peduncles long, papillose. mbels 10-20-rayed, some bearing
staminate flowers. Bracts up to 2.5 cm, filiform, papillose. Bracteoles
shorter. Petals hirsute beneath or glabrescent. Fruits oblong to ovoid,
often reddish, with undulate wings.
Ft: May-June. Hab: Mountain sides, low mountain ranges and sunny
places. Alt: 1197 m. Distr: deyre , Dahr Al Baidar, han Sannine, abal
l nisse, hme , Tannourine, hden, Taanayel, Rachaiya, aoukaba.
Use: edicinal, ornamental and mellifious. Endemic to Lebanon and
Syria.

P rangos asperula Boiss.

ough rangos
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P runus prostrata Labill.
Rosaceae
Mountain Cherry

ﻛﺮز ﺑﺮي

Deciduous shrub with spreading branches, 20-80 cm high. Leaves
dentate, 5-10 mm, ovate-orbicular. Flowers pink, 3-10 mm with reddish
calyx. Fruits succulent red, 5-6 mm.
Ft: April-May. Hab: Calcareous open rocky slopes, flat clayey areas and
high mountain ranges. Alt: 1843 m. Distr: asroun, abal l Barouk,
Ain halta, ahle, hden, Sannine, abal l akmel, ount ermon,
Ainata, Ain azir. Use: elliferous, ornamental and medicinal (fruit).

P runus prostrata Labill. Mountain Cherry
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P soralea bituminosa L.
Bituminaria bituminosa (L.) C. H . Stirt.
Fabaceae (Leguminosae)
Bitumen ea

ﺣﻮﻣﺎن ﺣﻤﺮي

Perennial pubescent herb. Stems spreading or erect with woody base,
30-100 cm high, very branched mainly at the base. Leaves alternate,
petiolate, trifoliate, and entire. Inflorescence many blue violaceous
flowers, with hirsute calyx, bracts ovate, oval hispid pods with long beak.
Ft: April-July. Hab: Dry and rocky limestone hillsides. Alt: 1147 m. Distr:
azmieh, Antilias, Tripoli, Aley, oukhtara, Bcharre, sara, Taanayel,
ahle, Sarada. Use: Melliferous and medicinal.

P soralea bituminosa L. Bitumen ea
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P yrus syriaca Boiss.
Rosaceae
Syrian ear

إﺟﺎص ﺑﺮي

Deciduous tree, single trunk, spiny, 4-7 m high. Leaves alternate
and entire, soft, smooth, narrow and lanceolate, delicately dentate,
arranged in spurs of a short branch. Flowers in corymbs, five obovate,
white petals, five pilose, triangular fused sepals, violet-pink anthers.
Fruits obovate, half as long as peduncle.
Ft: February-May. Hab: Rocky hillsides, cultivated lands, dry and sunny
places. Alt: 1422 m. Distr: Saida, Beirut, Tripoli, Aabey, Baabda, Arayia,
ounieh, Ain halta, Bcharre, Arz, Dahr Al Baidar, Ainata, asroun,
Deir l Ahmar, Baalbek, Deir l Achayer, ount ermon, Tannourine,
Tannourine Cedars, abal oussa reserve. Use: dible (fruit).

P yrus syriaca Boiss. Syrian ear
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Q uercus calliprinos Webb
Q uercus coccifera L.
Fagaceae
alestine ak

ﺑﻠﻮط ﺳﻨﺪﻳﺎن

Evergreen tree, monoecious (male and female are found on the same
tree), 2-20 m high. Leaves alternate, simple, dentate and waxy with
spines around the edges. Inflorescence clusters of tiny green male or
female flowers, connate sepals, no petals. Fruits acorns enveloped in
hemispherical cupules with prominent scales.
Ft: February-April. Hab: Among mountain rocks forming large colonies
and open shrubby slopes in high mountain ranges. Alt: 1766 m. Distr:
ahr Ibrahim, adfoun, ahr Abou Ali, Ain Trass, ezzine, Aabey,
amhour, Beit eri, Bikfaya, Baabda, raiaa, Salima, Douma, above
aasser l Chouf Cedar Forest, hazir, hden, adi annoubine,
Dimane, asroun, adchit, Ouadi l arir, Ammiq, Deir l Ahmar,
Tannourine, abal oussa reserve, Bentael.

Q uercus calliprinos Webb

alestine ak
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R hus coriaria L.
Anacardiaceae
Sicilian Sumac

ﺳﻤﺎق

Deciduous shrub or small tree, 1-3 m high. Leaves imparipinnate with
4-7 leaflets, dentate leaflets. Inflorescence compact and erect panicles.
Flowers small and greenish white with pubescent calyx. Fruits globular,
reniform drupe in raceme covered with tanic acid.
Ft: June-August. Hab: Cultivated areas and dry hillsides. Alt: 1373 m.
Distr: Tripoli, amhour, Ain halta, Douma, hazir, Barouk, Aabey,
I dabra above Batroun, ezzine,
adi adisha. Use: Condiment,
medicinal and dyeing material.

R hus coriaria L. Sicilian Sumac
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R osa canina L. S. Str.
Rosaceae
ild Brier

ﻧﺴﺮﻳﻦ

Deciduous erect or sprawling shrub, hooked thorns. Stems branching,
covered with small, sharp, hooked prickles all alike, up to 2 m high.
Leaves 5-7 ovate or elliptical pinnate leaflets, upper surface usually
glabrous, often shining, lower surface glabrous, pubescent or little
glandular, apex acute, margins simply or doubly serrate, occasionally
glandular. Flowers solitary or a few (1-4) in corymbose clusters, sepals
glabrous or sparsely glandular-pubescent, lanceolate-caudate,
reflexed after flowering, petals five pink, cuneate-obcordate, apex
broadly and shallowly emarginated. Fruits globose, ovoid, ellipsoid or
sub-urceolate, red-orange, smooth or very sparsely glandular-hispid.
Ft: February-May. Hab: edges, among rocks, field margins, common
in mountains throughout altitudes, dry and damp places. Alt: 1422 m.
Distr: Raifoun, Baskinta, Ain halta, abal oussa reserve, sara, Ouadi l
Arayech, Baalbek, Ain Bourday, Rachaiya, Tannourine Cedars, Becharre.
Use: Medicinal and ornamental.

R osa canina L. S. Str.

ild Brier
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R osa dumetorum T huill.
R osa corymbifera Borkh.
Rosaceae
Thicket ose

ورد اﻟﻬﺸﺔ

labrous shrubby tree, 1-2.5 m high with curved branches, Leaflets,
5-7, ovate, pubescent below on both sides or on lower surface, petiole,
prickles all alike, stout, hooked. Flowers in corymbose, pink or pinkwhite flowers, peduncles and outer surface of hip naked or slightly
glandular, inner surface of sepals woolly, styles thinly pilose or almost
glabrous.
Ft: March-June. Hab: eadows, roadsides, margins of cultivated fields
and red clay soil (terra rossa). Alt: 1220 m. Distr: Antilias, Aley, Choueir,
Ain edid , Bikfaya, achouche, Bhamdoun, Sawfar, asroun, hden,
Arz, Ainata, ahle, Baalbek. Use: Ornamental and medicinal.

R osa dumetorum T huill. Thicket ose
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S alvia indica L.
Lamiaceae (Labiatae)
Blue Sage

ﻗﺼﻌﻴﻦ ﻫﻨﺪي

Perennial herb. Stems erect, 30-60 cm high. Leaves entire, ovate and
hairy scalloped margins. Inflorescences widely spaced whorls of four
to six flowers. Flowers 2-lipped with bright lilac color at the upper
part, stubby lower lip with a trough and purple-brown spots on a white
background. Fruits glabrous.
Ft: une-September. Hab: Dry gravel soil, among mountain rocks, low
mountain ranges and sunny places. Alt: 1283 m. Distr: Dahr Al Baidar,
abal l nisse, ahle, efraya, ezzine.

S alvia indica L. Blue Sage
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S alvia pinardii Boiss.
S alvia multicaulis Vahl
Lamiaceae (Labiatae)
Pinard’s Sage

ﺳﺎق اﻟﻌﺮوس

Perennial hairy herb. Stems erect, unbranched, more or less
tomentellous below, nearly glabrous or sparingly glandular-hairy above,
30-70 cm high. Leaves simple, pubescent, and petiolate, mostly with
1-2 pairs of small basal lobes, broadly ovate-elliptic to suborbicular,
rugulose, ovate or oblong, obtuse, cordate or rounded at the base.
Flowers verticillasters, 4-6 purple-blue, bracteoles ovate or lanceolate,
greenish calyx 2-labiate. Fruits nutlets rounded trigonous.
Ft: April- une. Hab: Rock crevices, rocky ground, sunny and dry places.
Alt: 1224 m. Distr: Britel, ahle, Ouadi l arir. Use: Medicinal and
melliferous. Endemic to Lebanon and Syria.

S alvia pinardii Boiss.

Pinard’s Sage
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S alvia rubifolia Boiss.
Lamiaceae (Labiatae)
Bramble-Leaved Sage

ﻗﺼﻌﻴﻦ اﻟﻌﻠﻴﻖ

Perennial viscid herb. Stems spreading, 30-80 cm high. Leaves
petiolate, three divided. Flowers pink to purple.
Ft: April-May. Hab: Dry gravel soil, among mountain rocks, medium
mountain ranges and sunny places. Alt: 1405 m. Distr: Ainata, efraya,
Aitanit, Ouadi l arir,
asnaa, Ouadi ahfoufa, Rachaiya. Use:
edicinal, elliferous. Endemic to Lebanon and Syria.

S alvia rubifolia Boiss. Bramble-Leaved Sage
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S corzonera phaeopappa (Boiss.) Boiss.
Asteraceae (Compositae)
Grey- appused Viper’s Grass

اﻟﻤﺸﺔ

Perennial grass-like herb. Stems simple, glabrous, 15-35 cm high. Basal
leaves undulate linear, cauline leaves lanceolate, elliptic or ovate,
long-acuminate, the upper most linear-lanceolate, radical and lower
cauline leaves petiolate, upper cauline leaves sessile, half-clasping.
Inflorescence liguliflorous, large solitary to many. Florets pink.
Ft: April-May. Hab: Cultivated fields, rocky slopes, roadsides and
pastures at low mountain ranges. Alt: 1147 m. Distr: Baalbek,
achghara, Aita l Foukhar, anta, asbaya.

S corzonera phaeopappa (Boiss.) Boiss. Grey- appused Viper’s Grass
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S cutellaria utriculata Labill.
Lamiaceae (Labiatae)
Bladder Skullcap

ﻫﺮﺑﻮن ﻗﺮﺑﻲ

rect or spreading perennial 12-50 cm high, arising from a woody base.
Stems purplish, markedly tetragonal, thinly and retrorsely crispatepubescent or subglabrous, generally branched only at the base and in
the region of the inflorescence. Leaves rather remote, ovate-cordate,
dull green and thinly adpressed-strigillose above, purplish and more
densely strigillose below, margins conspicuously crenate-serrate.
Inflorescence a lax raceme. Bracts lanceolate or narrowly ovate, thinly
pubescent, acute, entire or the lowermost sometimes remotely serrate.
Calyx campanulate, corolla dark crimson with a pale blotch at base
thinly pilose externally, with a pilose zone internally near base. Fruits
nutlets oblately ovoid, fuscous, rugulose-verruculose, shortly hairy.
Ft: April-May. Hab: Rocky calcareous hillsides, high mountain ranges
and sunny places. Alt: 1357 m. Distr: ahr Ibrahim, Amchit, Bhamdoun,
Ain halta, hden, Al Danniyeh, adath, Tannourine, abal l Barouk,
abal l nisse, Ain azir, Arz, Ouadi l Arayech, Ainata, rei at, ahle,
anta, Baalbek, ount ermon. Endemic to Lebanon and Syria.

S cutellaria utriculata Labill.

Bladder Skullcap
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S erratula pusilla (Lab.) Dittrich
K lasea pusilla (Labill.) Greuter & Wagenitz
Asteraceae (Compositae)
Dwarf Saw-Wort

ورﺧﺔ ﻗﺰﻣﺔ

Perennial stemless herb. Leaves divided in basal rosette. Ovate
capitula homogamous, florets tubular, pink, scales of involucre closely
imbricated, muticous, the outer shorter. Receptacle bristly. Anthers
sagittate at base. Akenes glabrous.
Ft: April- une. Hab: Dry rocky slopes and roadsides among rubble.
Alt: 1282 m. Distr: raiye, Bhamdoun, Sawfar, hden, Bcharre, adi
annoubine, asroun, Ain halta, Saghbine, Sannine, Barouk, Ouadi
l arir, ammoune, azerta, Baalbek, Rachaiya, Tannourine.

S erratula pusilla (Lab.) Dittrich Dwarf Saw-Wort
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S tachys libanotica Benth.
Lamiaceae (Labiatae)
Lebanon Woundwort

ﻗﺮﻃﻮم ﻟﺒﻨﺎﻧﻲ

Perennial pubescent herb. Stems purple or red-angled, 80-150 cm
high. Leaves simple opposite granulated, long triangular and serrate
margins. Flowers verticillate, in axils of upper leaves. Corolla hispid
pale yellow to pink, 5- lobed, calyx with teeth.
Ft: ay- uly. Hab: Scrub, red gravel soil subalpine of Lebanon and
Anti-Lebanon mountains, dry and sunny places. Alt: 1292 m. Distr:
abal iha, abal l nisse, abal Sannine, Tannourine, azerta, Ouadi
l arir, Rachaiya.

S tachys libanotica Benth. Lebanon Woundwort
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T anacetum densum (Labill.) Sch. Bip. subsp. densum
Asteraceae (Compositae)
ense Tansy

ﺗﻨﺎﺳﺘﻮم ﻛﺜﻴﻒ

Perennial very pubescent herb. Stems grayish green or white yellowish,
50 cm high. Leaves alternate and dissected, 3-7 capitula, yellow 3-lobed
ligules. Dried fruits akenes.
Ft: une-August. Hab: Rocky and red clay soil (terra rossa), among rocks
and high mountain ranges. Alt: 2301 m. Distr: Anti-Lebanon range and
ount ermon. Use: Medicinal.

T anacetum densum (Labill.) Sch. Bip. subsp. densum

ense Tansy
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T eucrium orientale L. subsp. orientale
Lamiaceae (Labiatae)
riental Germander

ﺟﻌﺪة ﺷﺮﻗﻴﺔ

Perennial herb. Stems erect hispid, 50-100 cm high. Leaves deeply
dissected. Flowers violet-blue with very long stamen filaments.
Ft: ay- uly. Hab: Dry rocky slopes, abandoned lands, subalpine
Lebanon and Anti-Lebanon mountains. Alt: 1843 m. Distr: Ehden,
asroun, Laqlouq, abal l nisse, Arz, Douma, Aaqoura, aa l Rim,
hme , ount ermon. Use: Medicinal.

T eucrium orientale L. subsp. orientale

riental Germander
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T eucrium polium L.
T eucrium capitatum L. subsp. capitatum
Lamiaceae (Labiatae)
Fel y Germander

ﺟﻌﺪة ﻃﺒﻴﺔ

Perennial subshrub, tomentose-canescent or white-woolly, much
branched at base, 20-60 cm high. Stems and branches terete, ending
in a shortly paniculate or corymbose inflorescence. Leaves silver-green,
tomentose on both sides, obtuse crenulated sessile. Inflorescence
verticillasters forming dense, nearly globose or ovoid shortpedunculate heads. Flowers nearly sessile, corolla white or creamy
white, calyx tomentose or woolly campanulate with five subequal flat,
triangular teeth, stamens slightly exserted.
Ft: April-August. Hab: Sandy hillsides. Alt: 1447 m. Distr: Maameltein,
Saida, amhour, ahale, hemlan, ahrani, Saidit l antara, Bikfaya,
Akoura, abal l nisse, abal l Barouk, ahle, Ain halta, Dahr Al
Baidar, ar Semaane, araoun, orth of aa, Rachaiya, Tannourine,
Britel, ermel. Use: elliferous and medicinal.

T eucrium polium L.

Fel y Germander
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T eucrium pruinosum Boiss.
Lamiaceae (Labiatae)
Pruinose Germander

ﻣﻠﻴﺢ

Perennial canescent herb, pruinose indumentums. Stems erect, 30-50
cm high. Leaves linear ovate, divided. Flowers connate and violet-blue,
lanceolate calyx teeth, slightly hooked.
Ft: ay- uly. Hab: Scrubs, high mountain ranges, dry fields and AntiLebanon mountains. Alt: 1447 m. Distr: Beirut, aameltein, Saida,
amhour, ahale, hemlan, ahrani, Saidit l antara, Bikfayia, Akoura,
abal l nisse, abal l Barouk, ahle, Ain halta, Dahr Al Baidar, ar
Semaane, araoun, orth of aa, Rachaiya, ermel. Use: Medicinal.

T eucrium pruinosum Boiss. Pruinose Germander

137

V icia tenuifolia Roth
V icia tenuifolia subsp. boissieri (Freyn) Radzhi
Fabaceae (Leguminosae)
Bramble Vetch, Tare

ﺑﻴﻘﻴﺔ ﺿﻴﻘﺔ اﻟﻮرق

Perennial herb. Stems erect, climbing, branched, rigid, angular, 0.5-2 m
high. Leaves 3-10 cm, appressed-pilose, tendrils simple or branching.
Leaflets 6-12 paired, subsessile, oblong-linear to lanceolate, acuminate
to obtuse and mucronulate. Racemes one-sided, longer than leaves,
long-peduncled, erect, dense, with 11-25 flowers. Pedicels shorter than
calyx, pilose. Flowers 1.2-1.4 cm, calyx 3-6 mm, somewhat gibbous,
appressed-pilose, rim of tube slightly oblique, teeth shorter than tube,
lanceolate-subulate, the lower teeth longer. Corolla blue.
Ft: ay- uly. Hab: Cultivated lands, damp meadows, hedges, fields,
red soil and low mountain ranges. Alt: 1220 m. Distr: hden, Faraya,
Akkar, Arz Bcharre, abal l Barouk, Sannine, Bhamdoun, abal l
nisse, hme , Tannourine, ount ermon. Use: elliferous.

V icia tenuifolia Roth

Bramble Vetch, Tare
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Z iziphora canescens Benth.
Z iziphora clinopodioides Lam. subsp. clinopodioides
Lamiaceae (Labiatae)
Hoary i iphora

ﻧﻌﻨﻊ ﺟﺮدي

Annual herb. Stems spreading or erect, 10-40 cm high. Leaves glabrous
or puberulent, opposite and entire, single terminal capitula, white
flower, calyx with short teeth.
Ft: une-August. Hab: Calcareous plateaus, rocky hillslopes, high
mountain ranges, sunny places subalpine and alpine Lebanon and
Anti-Lebanon mountains. Alt: 1843 m. Distr: abal l Barouk, abal
l nisse, abal Sannine, Dimane, Bcharre, Arz, akmel, urnat as
Sawda, ount ermon.

Z iziphora canescens Benth. Hoary i iphora
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FINDINGS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS
The findings of Stage I of the herein pro ect revealed the existence of an important flora
on the Lebanese side of ount ermon. The first annotated checklist for the mountain
performed by BA Research Center for nvironment and Development (RC D) reported
a number of 223 species (Arnold et al., 2015), around 110 of which had been previously
recorded as present in the mountain ( outerde 1966, 1970, 1983) and 113 were newly
recorded. The families of Asteraceae, Lamiaceae, and Rosaceae constituted the ma or
share of identified species while 24 species were narrow endemics to Lebanon and Syria.
This pronounced endemism represents the most important feature characterizing the flora
of the mountain. It is mostly the result of the isolation effect of its topography rendering
the mountain a home for a rich variety of wildlife including many rare and endemic plant
species.

Limestone sandrocks of Mount H ermon, El Wastani plateau, 1 2 5 0 m, J une 2 0 1 3

Although not yet completed, our research work is the first comprehensive contribution to
the checklist of the ermon flora in Lebanon highlighting the vital role the mountain plays
in the conservation of many economically important wild plants and in the resilience of
local livelihoods. Responding to fourth ational Report of Lebanon to the Convention on
Biological Diversity with the ational Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan ( o et al.,
2009) and their updates ( o et al., 2015 2016), the findings can be considered as the basis
for actions needed to enhance the conservation and sustainable use of ount ermon
ecosystem and its contribution to the needs of local indigenous people and stakeholders,
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including households, farming and business community, health sector, governmental and
nongovernmental organizations, and other users in the regions. People of the mountain
should be encouraged to take up entrepreneurial activities to convert the rich bioresources
of the ount into socioeconomic wealth while safeguarding its biodiversity.
oreover, the generated new herein knowledge also provides scientifically credible answers
to policy-relevant questions and decision makers to develop conservation strategy for the
mountain and to declare it as a protected area.
The promising results of Stage I of the pro ect have inspired the continuation in the
assessment of ount ermon flora towards the development of a complete illustrated
checklist associated to the ethnobotanical value and traditional knowledge and usage.

Sacred historical ruins of the ancient w orld of Mount H ermon,
Ain J ernaya, 2 4 1 7 m, J uly 2 0 1 3
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